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Ohio News Dogs show skills at agility trials
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Zaborniak said she got Jewels as a puppy when she was 9
years old. "l wasn't as focused then, but when | looked at
the tape of her in puppy class | saw she did well and
thought we should try,"” she explained.

She advises that those just starting out should not assume
the dog will just do the various parts of the course. "You
have to stay with your dog so she doesn't get hurt or
anything."

Advice and training ran as rampant as the dogs through the
course on Saturday. As Alexis and Jewels left the ring,
Mark Paskawych said, "Use random treats while training."

"The treats keep the nose up and more alert to the
handler," he said.

It was obvious that whatever these dog owners are doing,
the dogs seem to love it. "We can tell they enjoy it by their
excitement and enthusiasm," said Paskawych, who is
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participating in the event with this wife, Maggie, and their
three shelties.

Mark advises, "If you have a dog that's not excited, find a
dog that is because they should enjoy it and want to
participate."

Deborah Richards, of Hopewell agrees. "It's a game to
them. Doing agility is all the things they like to do and it is
very reward-oriented," she said.

"It's such an ego booster for the dogs and they get a
special bond with their owners," said Linda Roush of
Zanesville.

"They're like kids. They all have their own personality,” said
Richards. "They all have their moments."

Glenn Rawsky and Rebecca Smith of Vienna, W.Va., say
their dogs are less troublemakers at home when they have
an outlet. The couple started out, like many dog owners, in
obedience classes and then found agility.

"Once you do it, you're hooked," said Rawsky. He and his
wife have been involved in the sport for about 8 years. "It's
one of the fastest growing dog sports in the world," he said.

Dogs of all breed and handlers of all ages participate in the
agility events according to Rawsky.

"She ran really well," said Glenn to Rebecca as Kiska, their
12-year-old American Eskimo finished the course.

"This is an awesome sport to connect with your dog,"
Rebecca said. "It's a great way to bond."

The Fieldhouse has hosted five such events and have
more scheduled in the coming year. "We started doing this
to help the community," explained Alainna Amicone,
director of marketing. "The visitors stay in our community's
hotels and eat at our restaurants, so it's a win-win for
everyone."

"We love this venue," said Paskawych. "It's got a great
central location and the facility is perfect.”

"We live for fitness and they live to keep their dogs healthy,
so it's a perfect fit," Amicone said.

"We hope people will get interested in doing things with
their dogs and not just have them chained up," said Roush.
"Since dogs have become domesticated they look to us for
everything. When we nurture that, they just want to please
us even more."
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